a “ - an — — 
r 
a k LE 2 N * „ 

FF OI NN? 


1 "of Gd” 


, 
* 5 uf 4 w 
* * 


7 


= 
* 
FF 
* 
2 
* 
= 
3 
* 
— 
- 
">, 
* 
« 
« * 1 
* 
23 


1 
4 
s 
_- 
SS 
* 
4+ 
2 N 
. 
* 
1 


— 


4 
F 
— 


4H 


5 

4 

a 
——— 


= 


K 


— . . «⏑‚—§—· ct + 7 


0 


- 
wy 


FR 
1 


4 p 1 ** y , % 24 1281 
” l 1 Wt 
* ; * 4 17 * * 
. » * : 9 2 3 . d 
1 8 : 8 * — * 
10 ; 5 5 
** ig 4 . : : » 
C7259 ; 2 ; 
: k hd. : * x * 
1 "a a F F + * « WIT 24 
* 8 4 . „ Pl : * 1 ; at 
Y h 2 4 2 
ö — | * f 91 5 1 
= \ % ” At" by 4 * 
a * 7 N ON 
* . o . - 4 
2 , oY * L 7 : , „ 
. % - ft 
1 TY * 1 


4 

* 

* 
a 
* 


* 
- 
— 
— 3 
? 
* 
= 


4 
1 
* 


4 Is, 56: 3 b * 8 * 


. 
* SL” MY ow. i: 1 


N. wy We 14 . 8 
x " WW 5 5 
"i „ MER . 


A 


6” 
I EY, 
=” * 
n 


; P of. SS 
* 2 3 


* 


. 


«s ff 
* gms: 
„ % + > % 


. 4 . 
* *s vo PI 
. " 


» %% 
* 


f r 


* 


; ., 
Y. 

D — 72 
ww pi. 

@ AD 55 

= 1 


I 


3 FA . : = 
3 S: f 
* — * * * « 
* * b 4 | 
SB 
» MEE 
3s . 
Cd 
7 N » 2 


. „ 


* 


P 1 
5 — A. L — 
ba) * Tet 
3 * . 
1 
I >: 

* «oo 

* a 8 * 

pI: * * 

. 
* 
; * . 


* 


F VU L * R E Pp o od T 


or THE 
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or THE 


Right Hon. HENRY GRATTAN, = 
IN THE „ "k, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


Siva THURSDAY THE rat ar FEBRUARY, 1788, 


. In THE 


DEBATE oN Ec HES. 


* 


TAKEN IN SHORT HAND 
By Mr. FRANKLIN. 


. 


PazinTED gr P. BYRNE, No. 108, Gaarron-sT ABT. 


M. cc. LX XXVII. 
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Ma. FRANKLIN. preſents © P "able 3:6 
. his promiſed report of Mr. Grattan 58 Tpeech on 
dle ſubject of TiTHzs. He thould not preſume to 

rh have annexed his name to -his- report, if he was 
not convinced that he had given due attention to 
the GREAT POINTS of the arguments uſed by Mr, 
Grattan. To have done ample juſtice to this 

celebrated orator, is perhaps beyond the power of 
8 human ability to accompliſh, | 
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'To the arguments, Kin, and firiking - 
points of Mr. Grattan's ſpeech the reporter has 
: ſtrictly adhered: That he has been ſucceſsful i in 
his attempt he flatters himſelf that ſuch as have 
heard that admirable oration will admit; and 
he can with truth ſay, that /ucrative motives have 
not urged him to the part he has taken, being | 
only deſirous to give the people of this country an 
opportunity of viewing impartially both ſides of 
the queſtion, from which they will draw fuch in- 
ferences as their ſuperior wiſdom will dictate. 
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R. n, ie was not nis Maden 


to to furpriſs the Houſe: at the preſent, by introdue- 8 
ing ſo important a ſubject as that of tithes; he nh 
would prefer ſubmitting the grievances complain 
ed of by the peaſantry, to a committee, who 

would examine if they really exiſted or not. That 
ſuch mode of -pfoceeding would meet with Pp, 

8 approbation of the Houle he had no doubt; 

the committee, by conſidering the el 
error in its true form, would ſee the neceſſity of 
a commutation af tithes; a commutation” that 


) 


"was: be to propoſe, in the firſt inſtance, without | ſ 


"2 convincing 


"O45 


convidgins the Houſe that the peaſantry were 


© 5 really diſtreſſed, might bring on an oppoſition: | 


that he would wiſh, if poſſible, to ſee avoided on 
the preſent momentous ſabject. It is, continued 
he, a poſition in politics as well as phyſics, that 
for the purpoſe of removing the complaint it is . 
neceſſary for the phyſician to know the nature of 
the diſorder. For this purpoſe there were many 
reſpectable witneſſes ready to attend to prove 
their allegations, which he was convinced would 
| ſhew the neceſſity of a reformation being made 
in this mode of proviſion for the clergy. He 
| faid he declined at preſent ſeparating the queſ- 
tion; he underſtood that tithes of a particular 
nature, unfanctioned by law, were levied on the 
poor in the ſouthern parts of the country; he 
lamented their inability to pay them, and reproach- 
ed, in terms of ardent indignation, that ſpirit of 
: peculation and rapine that brought down miſery. 
and wretchedneſs on ſo uſeful a body of. men. 
Elche of turf had been levied; by the clergy, and 
paid by: the poor z a hearth-money tax of two 
ſhillings a hearth, in lieu of the tithe of turf, 
Which was unknown to the laws, had been alſo 
_ levied; and where oppoſition was offered to theſe 
illegal demands, litigation enſued, and often the 
paſtor, the tithe proctor, and tithe farmer, with 
every miſchief, in their train, united to bring 
on the loweſt and moſt uſeful of the community, 
accumulated ruin. Thoſe charges, he was well 
- convinced, could be ſufficiently: eſtzbliſhed, with 
7 e aher * grievous, and which 
Sten he 


2 


T's: 4 19 9 
he auld reſerve for another mate fronreble op- 
portunit)—For which purpoſe he moved, 


* That a committee be appointed 19 enquire if there 
bi 4 is” any juſt cauſe of. diſcontent in the province * 


« N unſter, and alſo 2 enquire if the late exceſſer | 
< committed in the province of Munſter, and coun- 
© ties of Kilkenny and Carlow, were on account of 


<< tithes, or on account of the collection of them; and 


& alſo what redreſs ſhould be e hem; and fo : 


report their opinion thereon.” 


In this committee, ſaid he, I ſhall ſtate and bring 


ende of the grievances under which the wretch- 
ed people labour. In this committee I ſhall alſo | 
| ſubmit what occurs to me as the proper mode of 
remedy. Ido not wiſh in the firſt inſtance 'to | 
vſher theſe matters to the Houſe, becauſe, as 1 


ſaid before, I am unwilling to riſk the intereſt 


of the clergy, the cauſe of the poor, and the 
Happineſs of the country, upon my opinion. Let 


me tha beſeech an enquiry, from which much 
: | and no > miſchief whatever can e re- 


Wich reſpect to the paym. ent of the clergy, 5 
whoſe incomes I would rather augment than di- 


bs miniſh, three plans have occurred to me: 


The firſt i 15 


« To pay the clergy the full amount off what, 
on a fair average, they have received for ſeve- 


«ral years prior to the diſturbances complained 
2 of, which amount ſhould be raiſed by applot- 
. ment in the manner of other country e 
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The 
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we ſecond i is, 


3 6 Ts inſtitute | a x general modus in lien „ 
1 the: | FRA, 


The third is is, 7 
55 ee A combination of modus * commutation, 


wy ec by a general ſurvey: of every county ; a certain 


ec ſum to be allowed for every acre under tillage, 11 
and the whole county at large t to > be the ad | 


of the clergyman.” 


This I aſſert to be not — 1 * 


4 of acconipliſhing, for ſimilar ſurveys are : 
Ser Yer - made in almoſt every; county in 


1 — nen ob that there | 
is 2, vaſt difference between a, fair enquiry, 


| which is the, ſole ſubject of my motion, and 


a poſitire agreement, which may bind down 
parliament ta a ſpecißie plan. I do not iſh them 


to be pledged to any ſyſtem, but firſt to examine 


whether any ſyſtem at all is e and then 


to determine upon. the nature of fit themſelves. : 


But if the buſineſs ſhall be Tulferod to go into a 


committee, I flatter myſelf ſuch proofs will be ad- 
*guced, ſuch ſubſtantial allegations atteſted upon 
oath. at the bar of the Houſe, as will convince 


them that the voice of complaint has not been 

raiſed without juſt, and even more than ſufficient 
eauſe. And. theſe. proofs ſhall, not come from 
 White-Boys, or from. perſons ſuppoſed favourg- 


ble to their proceedings, but from men of irre- 


proachable characters; men who haye been goad- 
ed to gutrage by.. tithe. -proctors, but who have 
. patiently ſubmitted to reiterated impoſition, and 

become 


* 


4 13 
5 W the mediators of peace, and ths dull 


ments of tranquility. Thoſe evidences are ready 


to be produced at the bar of your Houſe ; and 
when you go into committee, gentlemen will have 


an opportunity of aſſenting to, or diſapproving of, 


: the propoſed plans of reformation. 


The ATTOrNty GENERAL faid, I differ. . 
together with the right honourable gentleman as 


to the mode of taking up the ſubject. I cannot 


think it right that, with the concurrence of this 


Houſe, che idea of redreſs ſhould: be ſet afloat; 


thus to heat the imaginations of the people, with- 
out any pofitive remedy in view to allay them, I 


will not therefore conſent to the committee of 


enquiry propoſed by him, for I am ſure that a 


more effectual means to encreaſe the diſturbances 


that exiſt, and to diſturb the public tranquility, 


could not be taken. My right honourable friend 
has admitted it to be a matter of fuch difficulty, 


as to call for the greateſt efforts of the wiſeſt heads 
to determine it with prudence, and yet he wants 
the Houſe to enter inſtantly into a committee, 
n order to aſcertain whether any juſt cauſe of diſ- 
content exiſts in the province of Munſter, or in 
the counties of Kildare or Carlow, on account 
of tithe, or the collection of tithe ; and if any, to 


report the ſame, with their opinion thereon! If 


bis abilities, confeſſedly ſo great, have not been 
able to deviſe any — which he can vouch for 
and poſitively recommend, I think it would be 


madneſs to agitate the fubje& at all. But if he is 
in poſſeſſion of any fyſtem, in God's name, let 


him Propole if !—He well knows that the'Houſe 


Will 
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0 „ | 
will liſten with partiality to any ropolil coming 


from him. If itſhall appear to be ſuch as I can ap- 


prove, I ſhall 3 9955 it; if ä I muſt 


5 only vote againſt it. 


Lord K1NGSBOROUGH roſe to cmd Mr. Grat- 


tan's motion. I cannot (ſaid his Lordſhip) forbear . 
- mentioning the oppreſſions and diſtreſſes under 

which the poor in the ſouth of Ireland labour. 
1 reſide in that part of the kingdom, and 
therefore cannot be ignorant af them. The peo- 


ple who cultivate the poor lands in the county of 


Cork are utterly unable to pay tithe of any kind, 
and yet tithe of every kind is moſt rigorouſly de- 


manded from them. Many demands made by the 


clergy are illegal. I have myſelf been cited to an 
eccleſiaſtical court for payment of an illegal de- 
mand, and which, illegal and exorbitant as it 
was, I ſhould have been obliged to comply with; 
without ever having joined iſſue, were I a poor 
man. If a committee is appointed, gentlemen 
Will have an opportunity of entering into tha 8 


merits of the buſineſs. we 
Mr, BrowNe, (of the Colle ge) aid he felt mack 


8 difficulty i in oppoſing the right honourable gentle- 
man, whoſe romantic ſucceſs and ſplendid abilities 


had long infured him triumph. He could not | 


however at preſent ſubmit to his motion, it being 5 
in his mind replete with an inconſiſtenoy that did 


not uſually mark his meaſures. The honourable 
member, continued he, has eſtabliſhed our conſti- 


tutional rights on a ſolid foundation, but would 


he now Thake 1 it by ſuffering an innovation on our 
0 eccleſraſtical | 


8 9 5 
ectieſiattical foltem. It would, ſaid he, be a taſk | 


replete with difficulty and danger to attempt alter- | 


ing ſo ancient a ſyſtem, and the abſurdity of ſuch a 


_ meaſure being adopted, having no colour of reaſon © 


r — 1 


why i it ſhould, was ſo evident, that any remark on 


it would appear ſuperfluous to the Houſe. Mr. 
A Browne next adyerted to the compenſation bill 
which had been introduced. This, he truſted, 
would effeQually anſwer every purpoſe to reſtore 
order and tranquility in the ſouth. He aſked the 


right honourable gentleman, who authoriſed him 


to become the arbiter between the clergy and their 
flock? 7 Who had appointed him to n. their 


„ * 


5 claring the os have Waden no ach requeſt, and 
on the part of the people I can ſafely ſay the fame, 
as no petitions er to give * to his al- | 

ſertions. Ron, 


Here Mr. Browne took an x opportunity of re · 


e to the late conteſted election in the county 
of Cork. The conflict between the ruling powers 
in that county incited a ſpirit of oppoſition in the 
lower order of people; this ſpirit was encouraged, 


becauſe it met no reſiſtance from their ſuperiors, 


55 and it therefore grew into an oppoſition againſt 
the clergy, that is neither warranted by law or 
- juſtice. On the part of the clergy. he could with 
8 ſay, that they were a body of men by no 
means hoſtile to humanity, as has been falſely al- 


ledged; their meekneſs would not permit them, 


nor their benevolence ſuffer them, to cruſni thoſe 


miſguided people who had reſiſted the laws, and 


deprived them of their * That the clergy 
B bad 


Ny 


En Bbcured under r many bootable; was 2 fat 
_ univerſally Known, yet, he would take u upon him 
to fay, they wiſhed for no alteration in a fyſtem 
founded on the] pure baſis of religion; its fimpli- 
f city endeared it to them, and their reverence for 5 
the ancient conſtitution made them prefer it to 
any f new regulation, rather wiſhing to ſuffer thoſe 
ills they have, than ff to otliers' that they know 
not of; He concluded by obſerving that in re- 
tet to the complaint of the right horiourable 
gentleman, of 4 tithe 6f turf being levied, he 
Was Are: if any fuch tithe had been ken by 


the clergy, it wa in lieu of ſomething withheld 


from the paſtor; and that the faity were no ſuf- 
ferers by ſucli regulation. He therefore could g 
ndt, cohfiſtently with his principles; give his appro-. 

bation to the motion made 906 che "RE bofibur- 
11 nen 


1 We an honghrable eier to . wh a1 have = 
Alledged reſpecking the oppreſſions experienced by 

the ſouthern peaſantry. Though well T am con- 
vinced the matter would come with much more 
Fes before a comm̃ittèe, yet às it is not like · 
iy I will have an opportunity of introducing it 
: Lelore the Houle in that ſhape; I muſt now re- 
queſt your indulgence, while T Toy oath and 
indicate my aſſertions. | 


- Thad indeed 3 129 1 wou! uld not — . 
9 to trouble the Houſe on the ſubject of 


a # Y ws 


tithes, and therefore I reſerved myſelf to- meet. 
the queſtion i in committee. 


. 


* 
* ” 


® 


( 1 


If I can judge from appearances, there ems | 


to be a determined oppoſition to this meaſure. 
My predicament muſt of courſe be a ſingular one, 


a8 1 am cenſured by one honourable gentleman 
for not producing a plan, and by another for pro- 
duucing one which has been emphatically declared 
do threaten injury to the ſtate. Thus, by the ſame 
ſpecies of ſophiſtry, I am charged with being an 
arbiter between the clergy and their flock without 
any authority, and of courſe a fomentor of com- 


motion, and a promoter of diſturbance. If it 


is criminal to with to heal the breach fubſiſting 


between the clergy and the laity; if it is foment- 


ing diſturbance to wiſh to conciliate all parties, 
then I have materially erred; if to deny me the 

opportunity of doing this is meritorious, the 
people of Ireland myſt be ſoon convinced to 


whom they : are obliged. 


Are not Abe commotions 1 diſturbed the 


Peace of the country too notorious to be denied? 


Is it not the uſage of the parliaments of both 


hs kingdoms, in Cmitar caſes, to inveſtigate the 
cauſe, and ſtrike at the root of the evil; and not, 


by adopting temporary expedients to remove the 


3 effects, ſuffer the primary errar to exiſt ? Tf this 


has been the caſe, then, Sir, I tread on firm, on 


_ conſtitutional grounds, and will not heſitate to 
ſay, that an enquiry ought to be made, and if it 
ſhould appear that the ſubject 3 1s oppreſled, redreſs 
ſhould follow. If you deny this, you deny e che os 


; exiſtence of the conſtitution. 
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Sir, there : are men ready, to appear at your bar, 


reſpectable men, who are enabled and willing to 


prove on their oaths, that the commonalty in the 

| ſouthern counties are monſtrouſly aggrieved. Call 
theſe men to your bar, humanity demands it, and 
their oppreſſions require it; and if they cannot 
clearly ſupport their allegations, it will be to me 
a ſubject of pleaſure, and to the Houſe a matter 
of triumph. If it appears to me that no grievance 4 
does exiſt, then I will unite in eee a * 
tem now apparently obnoxious. 1 


1 applaud the modeſt worth off my honourable 
friend ['Mr. Brown] whoſe integrity of principles, 7% 
and benevolence of heart, I have long admired ; | 


and though I widely differ with him on the preſent 3 


queſtion, our coincidence of ſentiments on others, 
is a reflection that muſt ever afford me pleaſure. 
It is, Sir, painful to me to reflect that ſo much 
1 exiſts, and that this oppreſſion falls 
chiefly on that moſt uſeful body, our huſbandmen. 
To convince the Houſe that oppreſſion and exac- 
tion really exiſt, I requeſt the attention of the 
Houſe while I read a few extracts from letters and 


papers now in my hand, the ſubſtance of which 7 


can be verified on oath. The charges contained 
in theſe papers, Sir, are of ſuch a heinous na- 
ture, and exhibit ſuch a ſcene of iniquity and 

_ melancholy impoſition practiſed on the ſouthern | 
peaſantry, as muſt raiſe indignation. i in Mo breaſt 
of every man that hears them. - — 2. 


It has been aſſerted on the part of the clergy, 
or rather of their proctors, that though their 


charges 5 


5 ö 13 55 5 


charges ſometimes carried the Kajure of extor - 
tion, fill the full tenth 1 was ſeldom taken from 


the pariſhioner; and they even dared the oppreſſed 
to ſhew one inſtance where any part of the laity's 
property had been illegally tithed. The laſt af- 


ſertion I am warranted to ſay is a glaring violati- 
on of truth, for I can ſhew, to the full ſatisfaction 
1 this Hane that turf N been n 


err 


| ithed. | 


'4 


1 have =p the beſt | kin for afferting n 


where men have been refractory, and would not 


ſubmit to what they knew was a groſs impoſition, 


they have been dragged before an eccleſiaſtical 
court; that the deciſion of theſe diſgraceful 
courts made the defendants enter into ſecurity for 
the illegal payment of tithe of turf, and not be- 
ing able to accompliſh that payment, wretches 
who had ſcarcely a rag to protect them from the 
inclemency of the elements, were caſt into a loath- 
ſome priſon—martyrs to extortion, and victims 
to violated juſtice—Sir, it is obvious and degrad- 
ing to the conſtitution, to ſee extortion afſume 


the power of legiſlation, and commuting its own 
exaction by laying a tax of two ſhillings on each 


hearth of poor creatures, many of whom had not 


a turf to burn, or a coal to kindle. Is not ſuch 
rapacity contrary to juſtice, and repugnant to law ? 
for the law particularly exempts creatures of poor 


condition from a hearth tax; which, under the 
name of ſmoke-money, i is ſeized on by the mga 


ous and relentleſs tithe factor. 


[will 
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I will now aſk 80 Houſe is it prepared to 


deny theſe charges, or is it prepared to juſtify 


them. It cannot—it will not—] have the opi- 


nion of an upright and learned lawyer, vols 


talents and virtues are an ornament to buman 


nature, and who has been lately tranſlated to the 
ſeat of juſtice, to ſay that the parſon, the pro Qor, 
or tithe farmer, who preſumes to exact a tithe 


of turf, or the tax of ſmoke-money, and the 


_ eccleſiaſtical judge who acquieſces with them, all 
24 contrary to law, and are deſerving of, and 
| Hableto, exemplary puniſhment. A cry f hear, 
Hear. ] A tithe of furze has alſo been claimed and 
obtained, though they were nat cut for ſale, but 
ſpent or conſumed on the premiſes; nay, the moſt 


trifling article of the wretched pariſhioner falls a 


 facrifice to the impious graſp of avarice and rapa- 
city. I now aſk gentlemen, is it poſſible for ex- 

action to invent a more cruel and ſevere tax than 
theſe I ſubmit for conſideration. Than the firſt 
charge nothing can be more exorbitant, except the 


charge of the proctor, which amounts to the 


enormous ſum of two, ſhillings in the pound, for 
collecting his own exaction, a tax that may as juſtly 
be levied for the ſupport of the clergyman's do- 
meſtics.— After this fair and plain ſtatement: of 


facts, can it be ſaid that there has been neither 
oppreſſion or extortion in Muniter ! No ſurely, 
fince every thing paid tithe in that province, that 


paid tithe any where elſe, and potatoes, flax, and 
turf were alſo tithed there, that were tithed no 
| avbere elſe. Thus much for the province of Myn- 
fer, with che additional cuarge of proorage,” 


x 
« {. 


Having 
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| Having t now clearly ſhewn, Sir, that the ſouthern 1 
ebonties have been particularly aggrieved, I ſhall | ' I 
proceed to ſtate the tithable prices charged for - | YZ 
the different productions of the earth, particu- 1 
| larly in thoſe pariſhes recently di turbed 3 which „„ 
are Wade to the Cao ſtatement : 6 


0 Wheat from 127. 1 205. fer acre. os. | 
Potatoes from 8s. to 198. Z En =: 
Barley from gs. to 136. do. 1 
Cats from Gs. to 10s. do. 
Ed Meadow from 26:30 75." © "oo. 
* Pax rau "£13, 40-157 oo. £0 
wh COR. Hin gt on = 
Fir * little garden 190. 0 
In the county of Cork, the nage. are? 
Potattei 16. per acre. . 

£338: M peut 166. 40. 3 
Barley © gs. 9d. do. er Fe EE. 
_ Oats N 85. do. 5 on | | ' 

| Meadow! owing" Gt. =: 1 
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Excluſive of this a agent Sir, I ſhall 
produce other inſtances of uncommon extortion, ' Wi 
Where wheat, potatoes, flax; Kc. are charged by = 1 
hs ſkone; rape alſo, which the legiſlature thought = 

_ wildom to cultivate, has not eſcaped the 22 of | } 
the Proctor, but has been taxed elormoufly.”. 0 


; As Ulſter, Sir, the 1 pays dut fxvelns = DD 

his flax, be the quantity great or ſmall. Through the 

| Whole nation the rate of tithing is, on an average, 1 
but one third of what is charged in Munſter ; the 


conſequence. e 
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| N conſequence of which has heen, chat While un | 
ö in other parts of the kingdom have improved 


g in honeſt gradation as the country improved 
5 in OR in ere e tvs! ray all 155 
{ 

| 6 not this, Sir, ab G b and er a one. 


| | as fully accounts for the diſeontent of the people? 
for it is not merely that a living has grown 
from ſixty pounds to three hundred And, but 
the proctor and tithe- farmer $ gains, or perhaps 

| the gains of two or three intermediate relays of 
tithe proctors and tithe-farmers, extracted from 
the peaſant, full twice as much as went into the | 


RS pocket of the „„ 


1 | 3 In e of further NP Wap extortich, . 
3 l ſhall read the depofition of a reſpectable farmer: : 
1 = No. * ſtates that he was ee 165. an acre 
13 tithe Ot On oa td, ABR, dec | 
7 | No. IV. ſtates that he ik ddl 8 247. 


{ for two Engliſh acres of FRO and for val pota- 
[1 toes, 17. an acre, „„ ²˙1 acrtn-. rINR 


1 ws 23501 &\ 
iP | No. VI. ſtates, that. he. was, W 4? 


2 8055 


| | acre, for Potatoes, v ich he refuſed to pay; and =: 
1 having been caſt, in, A ſuit, he. commenced in gon- 

| . ſequence, of this exaQtion, : a decreg was obtained 

F againſt bly which amounted to ſixteen pounds 

| N : eobs: 5556 3 1244 14. 511.8 20 * 1 Ti | 

| | N. 11 ſhes that ceponent "mt: 1 ve: an f 

|| | acre for wheat. e * 

1 SOT" enn ieee a DIE 51 — 

| | C100 "ha 
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And. No. XVII. aſſerts that he paid fourteeri 
pounds to tlie clergyman, having been chargedat 
the rate of one pound two killings per acre tithe 
for potatoes. Theſe facts, Sir, are ſupported by the 


oath of a creditable gentleman, and there can 


be no doubt of their authenticity; ſuch, I 
to ſay, are the exactions practiſed on the Iriſh 
peaſantry ſuch are the crimes that bear the mild 
name of oppreflion—ſuch are the iniquitous 
| extortions apt. call a and ge for refor= : 
mation. 


Now 1 ak will Wededen admit theſe felge 
to be founded in fact, and ſay that no ſubſtan- 


tial cauſe of grievance exiſts? 1 requeſt they will 
not paſs my queſtion in filence; [A payſe. j = 


they do, I ſhall conceive that it is a queſtion 
which. they cannot, or-are afraid to anſwer. 


Sir, the litigation excited. by this degrading = 
mode of provifion for the elergy, is an evil that 
ſnakes the foundation of induſtry, that draws down 
on the miſerable peaſant accumulated ruin, that 
ſtems the torrent of juſtice, and is tlie ſource of 
oppreſſion. 1 am Fe to find that tithes | 
of turf, potatoes, and l are with 
impunity levied contrary to law. b peaſant 
who. reſiſts this. cruel violation of jade, and 
flies for protection to 4 petty court, ſoon, to his 
deſtruction, diſcovers that which ſhould have been 
his ' aſytumt feceives him as a devoted victim; 
that by the colluſion of the court, or the imbe- 
Wy, 18 INE Judge, h he falls a ſacrifice to his t to 
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merity, and. 2 Feb is PEER which involves | 
bim and his family in eternal ruin. | 


WES # 


This picture of calamity, Sir, V peur 0 over 
ace for the honour of human nature I wifte 
it Was; but from the proctor's bills and receipts, 
_ which | hold. in my hand, I am convinced of the 
exiſtence of unexampled eppreſſion; and as to 
the iniquity and: colluſion of ecefeſſaſtical courts, 
it is ſo flagrant a matter, and fo univerſally known 
and admitted, that to dwell on the ſubject any 
longer for the purpoſe. of impreſſing No idea, 
would be A waſte of words, and an. inſult ke 
By the Honourable members that ſurround me. 


4 ſhall now advert, Sir, to what has bern lt 
; fs oy that the court would afford redreſs. ts 
the complainants, and N from! f tack 


gt opprefſions; : N 


Hut, Sir, it is well Aer ſth Viears e Gurt 

| 4p Hke a Poli Diet, diſtinguifhed for nor 0 

=. Fijuſtice," ignotance and party; the Judge is ak 

Ef - © Vos one dt the” body, or elfe His" 2 tment 

_ Proceeds from it; and-though in ſome caſes the = 
3 flagrant j juſtice of the individual m ug ht eontrout 

1 . the parift umpfte, yet the eon 0 f the 

1 cCeaurt is ſueh, that none but 2 partial Jock has 

** ever been known to preſide thete: nn ow” 


That the ech aden pony expenhxe : 
| and grievous judisature, 1 preſume no man, of 
 candour will deny. It is well knn te the, Houle | 


chat the ol and EXPENIGES of a ſuit i in the Vicars 
Court 
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Court are ſeldom leſs than one pound fix ſhilling ;$ 


and eight pence, though the ſum litigated tay 
not be more than five ſhillings. Tn addition 0 


this grievance, the incompetency of a witneſs is 
of no avail to ſet aſide his evidence; the moſt 
contemptible and ſuſpicious wretch is embraced 


with a holy zeal, and on the merits of his teſti- 
mony this prion court, without heſitation, de- 


| erees ;—nay, though he were the proctor, or 

| ſervant of the party, and his bias and corruption ; 
were evident, {till his evidence is*admiffible ; not- 

withſtanding he viewed the crop in the infancy of 
vegetation, or the ground at the time was red, 
when it was impoſſible, with any degree of cer- 
tainty, to anticipate its value, or to aſcertain its 
Produce. And it is well known, Sir, that he fre- 
quently gueſſes at the quantum of land, produce, 


and value, without ſurvey, weight « or meaſure. 5 
The uncharitable and exceſſive ratages in the 


ben Sir, muſt rouſe the indignation of the 


Houſe. In the year 1786, I can prove from in- 


diſputable evidence, the tithes of many farms 
amounted to the rack rent of the landholder * 
and I am aſſured from reputable authority, that it 
is a practice to charge the innocent and unſuſpect- 


- ing huſbandman for more acres than he really 


poſſeſſes ; this is a charge incontrovertible, as 1 

have a ſurvey, ſworn to, that not only proves 
this, and the infamous exaction of the proctor, 
but plainly ſhews'that, in many inſtances, not only 


the tenth, but the fourth is extorted from: the un- 
* 1 $2334 | 
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-Burely, Sir, it will not be aſked after what 1 


have ſtated, is there not a remedy for ſuch egre- 
gious impoſition? That queſtion has been alfea- ' 
dy anſwered by what I advanced reſpecting the im- 


tency of inferior courts, where the expence at- 
tending the failure of the pariſhoner's ſuit muft 


he attended by certain deſtruction.— This, Sir, 
5 cauſes a fear that operates to the advantage of the 


tithe proctor, canter, &c, and prevents the ob: 
ject of their plunder from ſeeking redreſs in a 


0 ſummary way. I lament, Sir, that the clergy are ſo 


very tenacious, that they will not ſuffer or give their | 
approbation to any altepation i in a ſyſtem that has 
time immemorial given riſe to perſecutions and 


proſecutions in this kingdom. The mild ſpirit of 
. the goſpel does not fay, that oppreſſion i is of di- 
vine right—that the elemental tithe of fire ſhall 
| roaſt the tithe-pig of the parſon, or that it is juft E 
to receive tithe. of a wretched cottier, which a- 


mounts almoſt to the rack rent he pays. for his : 
farm. e 


Sir, the progreſs of a ſuit i in the Iriſh ecclefi 


| aftical courts, is attended with double the expence 
of a ſuit carried on in the ecclehaſtical courts aof 

England, and is at bet a penal remnant of barba- 
| rIfy, that requires: immediate annihilation. | 


1 ſhall now, Sir, recur to the enormities prac- 


tiſed i in the levying of tithes, and for the pur- 


poſe of convincing the Houſe of the truth of my 


allegations, I ſhall, with permiſſion of the Houſe, 


read an extract Gm a letter written to me hy a gen- 
tleman in Caſhel, for whole FS I can vouch. 
[Read 


21 9 


FR. 4 letter hich took a view of the pro- | 


grefs of tithing from the year 1 774 10 1783; which 


Mr. Grattan after Furniſhing the Houſe with, wm 


ceeded i in the follows ng manner 10 comment on.! 


Sir, it appears that in the year 1783, a year of 


Sang: for two hundred and ſixty- five barrels 


of wheat one pound an acre has been charged, 


according to the average produce of preceding 


years, uncommonly productive. The Vicars Court 


in the dioceſe of Caſhel, appears from inconteſti- 
ble eyidence, to be a moſt iniquitous one. [Copies 


of decrees taken from the rule book of this co urls 


i At r. Grattan now read. | 
Thus, Sir, it plainly appears thas the court og. 


bites the number of barrels, which the acre of 


potatoes, wheat, or oats might produce, either 


on the ſuperficial and partial view of the farm, or 
the moſt extraordinary or partial eſtimate of their 


Proctor, valuators and dependants. 


1 condemn exceedingly, the uncertainty of 
ſuch grounds for the deciſion of property; the 


minute diviſion in barrels and ſtones is an inge- 


nious but exceptionable device to accumulate 
exaction on the poor. This mode of proceeding 


is like an apothecary or taylor's bill—crowded 


With little dirty items to ſwell an exorbitant ac- 


count, | A laugh. * 


Such abominable nn. I am am n forry to 


obſerve, 1 is peculiar to this country, and extreme- 
ly i injurious to its commercial intereſts; a tax on 
grain diſſipates the ſpirit of induſtry, by driving 
the —_ from the prone to lels yaluable pur. 
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Si; 2 bold and robuſt peaſantry is the firength 
of the empire, and the ſinews of commerce; they 
| ſhquldbe cheriſhed by the legiſlature with a pa- 
rental affection; I therefore call upon Government 
to alleviate their wrongs, which it will completely 
do, by regulating that ſyſtem which is no leſs 2 
degradation to the clerical character, chan it IF 
it _ — tothe ' precepts of Chriſtianity, 
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Sir, from the. decrees I have read, ir is obvious, 
the the parſon and proctors claim and receive 
market prices for tithes; whereas in juſtice, in 
equity, and in law, field prices can only be de- 
manded; to inſiſt on market price is a monſtrous : 

i exaction, it is claiming a tithe of labour, as well 


— 
2 oy 


— 
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22 


De — figging and drawing, nor no recompence given 
Yak | _ for the trouble or labour of the peaſant. e 


| | | From the e Thane read, Sir, it appears 
 * Rn 1 in the year 17 74. Wich Wa a FEAT: of ſcar t 
389 3 chat tor | 


= 350 Stands * dirs 40 barrels had been « ex- 
added for tithe. | 
130 barrels of oats were charged propor: 
donabiy. e 1 


I tones of potatoes wore ue 42 25 $ fones 
| | for tithe. TR | 


So 


Hay had bags SUN Th 105. a ton. 


47 acres of wheat charged il, 25. gd. an | acre 3 
and meadow was charged 26. an acre. e 


Id. 


ns of property, as no allowances are made for 


* 3 0 
Thus it is plainly proved, by theſe: derrges 
that the ratages are exorbitant; but even theſe 
extortions will appear trivial, er compared to 
the rapaciouſneſs of 7783 3, Which was a year of 
famine! During this year potatoes hac been rated, 
According to the decree, one guinea an acre—an 
equitabl famine price flax above one guinea an 
acre, another Bode famine price hay 10% a 
ton, a very equitable famine price !—to which is 


ticked 1 . 65 Sd. coſt—all, all t equitable f famitie 
ratages f_ 2796 919 32 199959 | 2 


Will an I 5 Vespa tens olnpovert What 


[ have aledgel, "there: ig no man can, I am con- 
vinced ; ſort then am I to find, that the povert7 
and accumülated 2 5 8 of the p poor 'of this coun- 
| try, are, only equalto.1 e nd peculation's Of 
their merdllefs phiſhderers. ae 53 CEL 


From this ſtatement, nothing. is more obvious 
chan that the Clergy and their frodtors had ſet 
forth a plenty, ee” and thereto annexed a 
famine price, availins themfelves of famine, which 
Vas unchriſtian and uncharitable,,, and. making 


2 plenty itſelf the ſcourge of the farmer. 


That this is had been done appeared ident 9 
the decrees” ift baſes" bf pbv people, Who, to a 
good Cbriſtian, ſhödld have been öhjects of ſuc- | 


cour in a year of fcarcity, and not the Wroted , 
: An of extontioꝝ and exaction. 


Theſe decrees, and the cauſe that Grciter them, 
are extremely prejudicial to the poor, and deſtruc- 
tive to huſbandry. Surely it is very impolitic to 
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by lead, with-a tithable tax the rudiments of our ma- 
nufactures. The regulation of tithing ſhould ever 


keep in conſideration the intereſt of the manufac. be 


turer; Lam aſſured, from the beſt authority, 
that 140. an acre have been paid for an acre, of 
flax, and 16, have been exatted as tithe for, four. 


# ww 8 + 


"TS is m 


laple, 70 it pays; a Cranks he it this ae 
han in Great Britain, as there the with e of flax 
and hemp does not exceed 55. the acre. 


* 
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Sir, 1 in the North, and the province of "A 


naught, tithe of turf and potatoes are unknown; 
_ to. ſmoke-money the peaſant 1 1 equally. * ſtranger; 5 | 


— + — 4 


which demonſtrates. that the exaQons practiſed 
on the ſouthern, poor, are much more enormous 
| _ than thoſe experienced by the e W 


| men. 
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In the King's County: 5 e "BY 
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1 Connau git the ratage is for, 
Ws Wheat, per acre, about 2. br. 
3 Fler, p nothing. 48 


And upon che whote-thert is is no > demand a 


| r made of e for trouble in 2 N 


5 hr wy ge 


ka 4-4 4 


ln; 3 Gutes which wt cot mention, 


but the detail of which would be rather tedi 


ous; 
no demand is made of tithe for en and 


Tas: exempted” from titke of flax. 


_ * Sir, call upon the gentlemen. of the be: 
anc aſk them if they can produce legal authority 


in ſupport of the extortions I have ſtated. If they 


cannot, I call on them to aſſiſt me in framing a 
bill chat will remove theſe enormities, and give 


1 comfort to the peaſant, ang at honourable 1 0 
port to the parſun. 


Sir, in reſpect to potatoes, the the « ou 154 10 in 
juſtioe to be eſtimated not according to the quan- 
tum of produce, but conſonant to the poor con- 

ant; and the perſon Who values 


dition of the peafant 
them ſhould ever * K under confideration the 
lo price of labour in this country. The reverſe 


is the fact: in the province of Munſter the ex- 


actions are uncammonby high, though the price 


of labour is ſo low that it ſcarcely affords 'the 


means of ſuſtenance to the wretched ane and 
his hapleſs family. 
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when 2 miniſter of the goſpel viſits a as. 
toner ſo circuniſtinced, and claims twelve or fif- 
teen, or ſometimes twenty ſhillings, for an acre of 


tillage, he demands 4 cHiLD's SHARE ; he ex- 


tracts alms from a beggar, he adds fankins WM 


poverty, he inſringet the holy goſpel, he grinds 
the face of the poor! and ſacrifices that humanity 


and benevolence which ſhould diſtinguifn the 


| clerical character, to the Mammon of unrighteouſ- 
ness. When ſuch a man produces the proctor's 
valuation, the peaſant might produce the goſpel, 

and in point of divinity though not of law, the 


peaſant would have the advantage of the parſon. 
The peaſant would ſtate the paſtor” $ ſdiritual. pro- 
feſſion againſt. his reverence's exaction, and may 


admoniſh him with his own religion, which tri- 
2 umphs over every other diviſion of Chriſtianity, by 
7 WEEN of piety and contempt of riches. hes 


Sir, 1 cannot avoid combating! the prevalent = 


opinion, that gentlemen ſhould ſupport the clergy 


in upholding a ſyſtem, that has neither equity or 
juſtice to recommend it; this indeed would be a 
criminal partiality. 


11 it becauſe = burden i 18 . 4 ihe 


3 ſhoulders of the rich to thoſe” of the poor? Is 
it becauſe the eſtated gentry ſend from their 
: parks; their palaces, and delightful improve- 
ments, the ominous tithe re, to levy contri- 
butions on the potatoe garden of the cottager? Is 
it under ſuch narrow and confined. confideratians 


you mock the complaints of the - peaſantry, and 
refuſe your aid to remove cheir Es ? No, 
* 


. 
farely ; : this would be a groſs libel e on the genero- 
fity of Iriſhmen ! . 


Beſides the eee Gltreſten tithes wid ö 
on the miſerable tenantry, I do inſiſt that no 
ſyſtem has ever been adopted in this country 

| which more effeually involves its. intereſt. 
Tithes, as operating againſt agriculture, excite | 

depopulation, and are inconſiſtent with induſtry ; | 
there is a kindred alliance between tillage . and 
manufactures, and what one ſuffers by exaction 

the other eventually experiences by depopulation. 5 


I cannot avoid expreſſing my abhorrence 


+ at clergymen interfering in ſanguinary puniſh- | 
ments ; thoſe who ſhould ſhew the moral examples 


of humanity and meekneſs, degrade the eccleſiaſti- 


cal character by purſuing, with vindictiveneſs and 
perſecution, the objects of their vengeance. Of 
the truth and piety of many worthy eccleſiaſtics, 
am willing to bear honourable teſtimony ; their 
temperance and humanity are deſerving of ap- 


plauſe. The wiſh neareſt my heart, is to unite all 
parties, and the only mode of accompliſhing this 


1s, to provide amply for the miniſters of the goſ- 
pel, by a mode that would facilitate the payment 
of the church revenues, and eaſe the 3 of 5 


the wretched peaſantry. 


Sir, how diſgraceful muſt it appear to ſee the 
face of the ſouthern province covered with an ex- 
tenſive army, ſent for to fight the battles of the 


clergy and their proctors? how dreadful ! how 


fatal; had been the conſequences were they led 
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to action by a barbarian Ora bigot ? No, the 19 
of benevolence and humanity guided. the footſteps. 
of their commander, and he accompliſhed, by 


temperance and an amiable conciliation, that 


peace and tranquility which marked his march, 
and now ſhews the gratitude of mand creatures 
5 n he diſdained to —__— . | 


On the part of the clerg it has. been mentian-. 


el that a combination exi ed among: the pariſh- 


ioners, which prevented the clerg yman from 
drawing home his tithes. To ſhew this charge is 
unfounded, Irequeſt the attention of the Houſe, 


| whileT read a letter from a reputable gentleman, 
on Whoſe varacity I can depend. It is directed ta 
: bars Ar ee wok tis W and is rr 


40 1 Fre it i highly proper to give you early no- 


e tice of my intention of laying out your tithe. 
„ requeſt, if convenient, you will be ſo good 
as to fend and have it drawn away. If, how- 
ever, it will be attended with any inconveni- = 
. ence, I ſhall, if agreeable, draw. it with my 


* own ſervants and horſes.” | =y 
Princes: and candid as this i Is, it 1 bern re- 


9 11 J muſt think that the clergy loſe conſider- 
ably by their obſtinacy in this reſpect. Thus the 
old and only remedy the parifhioner had, having 
'been withſtood by the 10 of the land, the ne- 

i cally of a new one—a 4 JO regulation which 


| will 


1 


will obviate all occafion for either, uſt be appa: 


rent to every man of common. n ſenſo—of common 
diſcretion. 


In the county. of Kerry, Sir, 1 am wb in- 
formed that mercileſs rapine and remorſeleſs pes 
culation are every where to be found; the whole 


: body of the people of that county are againſt 


proQors: and tithe farmers, therefore the voice of | 
Juſtice and the grievances of the people call loudly 


for an act of commutation. Tithes are the body 


and ſoul of exaction and uſury, that defy legiſla- 


tive reſtriction, and are =; ſuſtained by the uſes 
of a eruel law. 


Now, after having e theſe l * 
| mall obſerve that though there is no circumſtance 


adequate to create or to juſtify diſturbance, there 


is no one object ſo likely to excite commotion as 

a ſcarcity of the neceſſaries of life; nothing can 
tend fo much to cauſe that ſcarcity as the exorbi- 
tance of tithe demands. If, therefore, you wiſh 
the peace and tranquility of the kingdom, you 


will take neceſſary meaſures to prevent that ex- 
| orbitance, the firſt ſtep to which purpoſe is the 


appointment of a committee of enquiry on the 
alleged grievances. Let each province of the 
kingdom be placed on a level; at preſent no equa- 
lity exiſts; for while the een of the North, 
unannoyed by any religious exaction, proceed | 
chearfully on their manufactures, and various 
purſuits of proſperous induſtry, the uſeful peaſant 4 
in the South, who follows the plough, anticipates - 


that the ſeed he ſows will only ripen to be pluck- 


ed 
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5 &d ved the hand of a relentleſs monſter ! and that 
he muſt remain bereft of the means of e 5 
able ſubſiſtence: A 


ö 
3 


Theſe are weighty grievances; and of hein, 


: ſelves ſhould indicate the neceſſity of ſpeedy re 5 
gulation. But this neceſſity will more ſtrongly , 


appear from the ſix allegations which I hold in 


my hand, and which evidence are ready tq Wet 
on oath, at the * priced Houſe : — 


ALLEGATIONS. g 
11 That in certain pariſhes in the South, tithe Fl 


been demanded and paid for articles not tithable by 
law or cuſtom : and this they were ready to rock tas on 


oath at the bar of the Houſe a Commons. 


1. That the tithe rectory in certain pariſhes j in the y 


15 South, do aſk, extort and receive from the poor pa- 
 riſhioner, one or two ſhillings in the pound under the 
deſcription of rectorage, a demand oppreſſive and 
illegal; and this they are. ready. 10 veri Ty 0 on 9 4 at i 


ibe bar of the Houſe of Commons. 
III. That in certain pariſhes i in the Seth; d , | 


for tithe had been exceſſive, and have not obſerved 


any equity in favour of the huſbandman, the poor or 
the manufacturer; and this they are ready to verify N 
on oath at the bar of the Houſe of Commons.” 


IV. That in certain pariſhes in the South the rat- 4 


ages for tithe have of late years greatly and rapidly 


increaſed, inſomuch that certain livings in the courſe 


of a * i have increaſed three, four, or fi fold; 
and 


6 1 3 


and this they are ready to verify an cath at the bar ref 


; the Houſe of Commons. Ate nt; | 
v. ' That in certain zur ber i in the South, the pa- 


riſbioners have duly and legally ſet out their tithe, and 
given due notice, but that no perſon has attended on the 
part of the proctor or miniſter, under the expectation, 


| they ſuppoſe, of getting ſome other, mode of recovery, 


_ tending to deprive the pariſh of its legal right of ſetting 


out the tithe; ; and this they are ready to ver fy on 


8 oath at the bar of the Houſe of Commons. T 


hy VI. T hat the tithe farmers i in certain par. ſhes of the 
South, have oppreſſed, and do oppreſs bis Majeſty's ſub- 


 gedts, by various ways of extortion, aſſuming to them- 
ſelves, arbitrarily and cruelly, powers which the law 


do not give,; and by making a barbarous uſe of ſuch 
powers as the law has put into their hands ; and this 
they are ready 10 verify on 1 at. F ofthe hor. 7 the 7 


Houſe of Commons, - int 


"by ſuffering the bubineſy to 5 into d committee, 5 
= after examining facts, we ſhall, I am con- 


vinced, be able to aſcertain. the grievance com- 


plained of, and to diſcover a ſuitable remedy. Let 


us ndt be diſſuaded by the averſion of the clergy 
| from altering a ſyſtem, which, impelling the lower 
claſſes to deſpair, ſubjects them to ſanguinary pu- 
niſhment, and diminiſhes the revenue of the clergy 
' themſelves. The dæmon of Unrighteouſneſs ſeems 
to have inſpired the Triſh eccleſiaſtics with an un- 
1 Holy zeal; and they oppoſe with fury the refor- 
mation of a ſyſtem, which they cannot even ſup- 
vue we — 8 The church of Ireland 


— 32 * 
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0 32) 
A de egraded into à fchocl of Cöntenfibti at ani 
obey! that harmony which ſhould ſubſiſt between 
the creatures of the Omnipotent is baniſhed from 
his temple, and is not even to be found amongſt | 
thoſe ho profeſs themſelves his enemies! 
I will now lay the ſketch of a plan before hs 
Houſe, which if adopted, will remove every dif- 


1 — and be . beneficial? to. the” ele 


s A: 4 ö SA ” 
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1 5 give 1 Nas” 1 5 Pu Thy os = | 
value Aer J would" let the officer who 
: firikes the average of grain for the caunty, ſtrike 
it for ſeven years, for which ſpace” of time, this 
average ſhould be a rule for regulation of tithes,. 
to be a ſolemn compa&- between the clergy and 
hity; a ſimilar eſtimate to be made at the'ex-. 
piration of the next ſeven years; thus to proceed = 
in regular gradation, by which an effectual cau-— 
: tion will be eſtabliſhed againſt i injury to the cler- 
gy- from à decreaſe in the value of Pe Y 
chi the mode of lerying a tax of this nature for 
the fupport of the clergy ſhoutd be by applot- 

ment, for that is a plan the common people are 

ll - - belt acquainted with in raiſing public money, up! 

e aich, in af brow rhe "beard 
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Bu ciminiting the) eme ot dich and unde, 
13/8 ſerved, hengfices, ,poſſeiled hy non-tefident ecele+ 
| 1 5 flaſtics, a fund will accrue for augmenting the ſa- 
1 laries of che inferior clergy; men ho have long 

| oiled. in the yine-yard, 2 Ke worthy and meri- 


torious ; 


idle brethern. 


og een 

torious body ! y It. is not meet "00 a er * the 

goſpel, who deſerts or deſpiſes the duties of his 

function, ſhould monopolize the ſums allotted 

as a recompence for ſpiritual ſervices Which he 
never performs.—It is not proper to leave: the 
reſident paſtor to pine in obſcurity and want.— 

In a conſiderable tract of the county, which com- 
prehends a large ſcope of ground, I can vouch 
from my own knowledge, that there is but one 
reſident clergyman for the cure of many thouſand 
fouls who dwelleth in it! And the falary of this 

eccleſiaſtic is no more than thirty pounds a year! 

| Surely-ſuch laborious: prieſts ſhould, be allowed 
to participate of the unearned, wealth of their 

But if the legiſſature ſhall not 

think that proper, the — 8525 may be ex- 


plained to ſuch 3 as Ak be e doemel moſt. 
expedient. "a 


Conſonant to this pln; I would 1 ex- 
empt from all tithe- rates the food and fuel of the 

poor cottager— potatoes and turf in all parts of 
the kingdom.——1 would alſo take ſuch precau- . 
tions as would prevent the growth of ſuch arti- 
| cles vas are eſſential to manufactures from be- 
ing retarded either by a total abolition of title 
on them, or by ſubſtituting a very light com- 
mutation. But I would make compenſation to 
the clergy for the vote of agiſtmem.— would 

bave all the grazing grounds which are now ex- 
empt, contribute an acreable allowance. This 

vould evidently hefriend agriculture, and by be- 
ing collected in Ts manner of a pariſh ceſs, would, 
evi ate all the trouble attendant on tithe at pre- 


. Ig F ſent 


7 


— a> ov ER ISAS umn. ans. 
- -* 49a v © 
+2 F 7 — — 


3 A 2 . 
EK OE ITE ITS... 


ſefve; uch a6 viewing, canting, and f 


65 the. cler. 
c farts of the B 
| this ar gument is no great proof of penetration; 
to refute it requires no great degree of logic. 
If we give ourſelves time to trace the origin f 
tithes,, we-thalll have ne great cauſe to ekult in 
oun imitztion- Ihe the early days of darkneſs and 
| bigotry, am ignorant people, were: nat avenfe to... 
ſuſtain the: luxuries of the church. Bigotry and 
a. blind: enthuſam favoured: ther withes of ther 
_ prieſt, and the laity ſuhſcribed ehearkully-to his 
 ſupport»»Ehe: want f money gave thet finſt-rife- 


034 


1 


1 his plan, I pledge myſelf, would A a yu N 


tem of equafity as yet unknown. The rates 
| uiider i tt when t in eſtimation would yy” - 


- Whew, ber acre, 5 54. 

Taue, wire cultivated in F any quantity, 15 
: 3 an acre. KB 

4nd all ther” ane mud; be . rea: | 


Abe divine. «right of tithes ! has; tl ever fer up 
in oppoſition to the Jacriligious ef- 
ity to aboliſh them. —To anticipate - 


ta:tithing;; the people: ware: bigats and baxbari- 


am, and their prieſts: were: ſenſualiſtu and ent 
toner The: ſituation: of tha world way fuch in. 
_ the-antedeluvian: n, and: the-ſcarcity- of money 

vas ſo 8 


lad "upon: ax-the moll; clignhla- ro 


prevalent; that: thithss . 4 
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The Sous. Sir, as having favoured the cuſt ao 
af tithing, ſeem to have laid down fach a ma 


for the condu@t of Chriſtians, as Chriſtians fear 
to violate. When I hear of the ſtubborn argu- 


ments uſed by the eccleſiaftics of the chürch ot 
Ireland, in 'favour of divine right, it incites V 
5 "indignation.—The clergy who make uſe of fuch 
an argument are unacquainted with the fubjea of 
Siber: elſe they would deſpiſe oppoſing it it to the 
oppoſition of the laity, for the firſt mention we 


find of tithes in holy writ, is of Abraham, 
who redeemed his kinſman Lt with his ſub- 


 ſtance—Pagans improv 


- toms, except there is ſomething rational to fe- 


_ commend the cuſtom or uſage?—As well may you 


_ contend for a revival of their 3 cuſ- 


toins, their purifactions and their circutheifions, 
as to argue and infer, that becauſe tithe © was, their 
modes of payment it Wend be e and e. . 


| tinued by us. ; 
When the groſs idolptrles 3 the vile bott 


1 nations which. over-run this terreſtrial habitation, 


: ſuperceded the Chriſtian religion, were tithes 


continued, or is there an inſtance of their bein 
| demanded Were tithes demanded under the 


E 2 — — Chriſtiay 


red on the fyſtem of Jews, 
and the Chriſtians — preſent 'zra improve up- 

on both; ſorry am I to ſee the example of Jews 
and 5 9 . held ſo ſacred among Chriſtians— 
Tithes were founded i in the days of darkneſs, and 

hs they are continuey at the pete enli ghtendl pe- 
riod, through wickedneſs and ars. . 
This Houfe is not a fynagogue of Jews; Why, 
therefore ſo tenaciouſſ adhere to ſewiſh cuſ- 


= b * 


” . — . — 2 8 * * * — Sd N 
— K , - a ä 
—— — a — — —— — — * _ toms — — >” . — -s hd r . 
—— = : 8 8 " "a . - - — * 0 = — — x * — * A 
E 7 — - — — * - > — 75 Dh 1 
4 1 p l 5 0 = 0 hy . 4 e > l — — 9 * : Ris * 
3 8 —— . 1 8 2 3 _— is - % . . — E 4 2 b 1 2 D ag _— r * * 
a wh "- 4 N J > — — 4 38 - _ _ = a. ls = — 3 - 5 7 — — 1 - . 2 = - — 5 
— r 1 — — 8 * 222 — Ae — 2 ve ET 4 — —— ens * * DUE — * W 2 3 4 1 #: 2 4 PE mY * * > 4 * J 
2 8 1 * „ a on ro. n * et „ W Er OO TIN EE IS Xo FRI. — 2 
: L = * 
4 . s 5 - : 


* W 


— - —— 1 
n SAS TINA ia oe nat 
* 9 g 


oa 
* 


* 


—- Cx! * * * —— 
-4 * . * 4 - © N — 
T5 N — — — 
wo * * — — * — 
3 , 8 e * 2 > — 
8 _— 0 e . —— > <6 5 3 1 
eZ Pc ͤ —A— — 3 N XL 


Y Chriſtian doctrine, or under hes alias of 
the golpel : ? Did the primitive miniſters of Chriſ- 


#5 


— 


tianity demand tithes? Or is there any proof 


that they depended on tithes for their ſupport? 


If they did not, I ſay, the claims of the clergy 
for tithes are unchriſtian- like ; It is an avaricious 


4 demand, united with avarice and extortion, which 
not only deprives it of all force and validity, 
but Tenders e to it by'u no e, cri- 


Ain he eben ef ih cahchb Water ef 
e repugnant to the exactions of he www 


I of this day? What does he lay? 


Beware of covetouſneſs. Lay: not 185 for 
bende treaſures on earth.“ #4 


When the Meſſiah, ith, his | Apoſtles, 1 
into the dwelling of the Gentiles, he Ad 
0 Peace be to this houſe. Not r 


„üs this ſeem to lanction a demand of the - 
ee Froduse? 5 | | 


The Council of F 1 3 may. be 
3 againſt our interference i in the ſyſtem of 


' tithes —The. Council- of Lateran, and Council 


of Nantz, denounced vengeance, and thundered 
their anethemas againſt all thoſe who refuſed to 
pay tithe. The ſentiments of St. Auguſtine : and 
St. Jerome, were coincident with theſe; as was 
alſo. Juno's, who gave Priapus, the genius of war, 
all the tithes of ſpoils that Mars gained in battle, 


for ax bim to dance, E udemis mentions a 
ST Fj kind 


3 * 37 7 


Kind of beaſt in Africa, that ſeems thorou; ghly 
acquainted with the doctrine of tithes; ; theſe ani- 

mals always eat ten Parts of their prey, leaving 
* the eleventh as a kind of firſt fruit. © One would 


5 Have thought that this fancied deſcription of Eu- 
demus was a e of t tary of our. 1. 


; YN, clergy., 


1 4 24 F . i. IE Vi 4.4.4 74] A 16 


b As to Auguſtine, Sir, he . a ad, 74 5 


religious man: To prevent ſenſuality and feaſting, 
he claimed a tithe of the perſons who dined 
within his holy diſtrict: His demand being com 


plied with, and. the Saint folloying the example 


af other ghoſtly Fathers. ſpent in perſonal appro- 
priations and reyelry, a tax that was levied under 


ln 25 K 


ry Qi) It. 38 1 1 21:3 N 


The old Eathern, this rMines aſſerted their | 
ho] claims with temperance, and often times with 


* 8 


5 "avidity, Le to the pious claimants of the preſent 


_ "period. eye diſdained, like an India or South 
Sea Company, to demand them under the right 
of charter; their reſources or regulations of pro- 
viſon being unſettled, they made them ever fub- 

ſervient to their luxury. The bigotry of the peo- 


ple was ſuch that it prevented all reſiſtance; which 


2 indeed was. needleſs, for in caſe they did, a whole 
army of faints would fly to the attack, and beine 


with, impunity on che ſacred treaſure. 


1 


Iithes, Sir, were not introduced into Englucd 
kill about the fourth century, and what gave riſe 


: to them at that time, w will be no great matter of 
triumph 


"the ſpecious L of curbing Av and 
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ment in England, * for Hear à century peculiar 


55 made in the 
_ © bill paſſed the Commons againſt the EXACTIONS 5 


1e of tithe of | raps hoof ee * 


; ex ys 4 2 
1 r Go | ? 13 19 BH. 4 is 1 


s freely and in as large and ample a 


0 * 


wiumpb to the clergy. The pious King of Mercia 


perpetrated a barharous murder, and to expiate 
the horrid crime, and fave the ſouls of his mother, 


His grandmotber, and anceſtors, he not only caul 
tithes to be. rigorouſl exacted from his ſubjefts, 
but paid them Final 

à ſyſtem founded on i righteous a neaſure 


A laydable. inſtance. that 


ſhould not ſuffer by innovation! 1 Thou d men- 
Tien that the paying of tithes after-theirceſtabliſh- 


4 


ito the kin x of Metra, but was about the 


year 1400 introduced throw e Tuhand 1 08K 


equally pious and dae unc Mo Monarch, | 


111 1201 2 #5 | ks Gf 


Wh demonſtr ate that tithes 5 been ever ſub 
jet nan 98 ave only to. Naß £0, 


enry IV. Where . | 


In the 31ſt Ep. 13. þ was c | 


"md. that “ the King and his patentees ſhould hold 
_ < their poſſeſſion of the diſſolved monaſtries, 


diſcharged and acquitted of payment of OW: 


66 as the houſes of religion held them. * «th : 
*: © tine of their diſſolution,” 77 Et 


Six; the inſtances of mierte are lab. | 
bet, and are as glaring as the eactions prackiſed 


5 in levying of tithes are notorious. It 277 Ya 
5 ; matter not unworthy tlie attention of the Houſe, 


% calculate all the certain and incidental expen- 


1 $6: of cukiatont it amounts at leaft to Ae 


leiter + | | _of 
Lf 141 14 kg | | | c w_ 
. = 


3 5 
ef one fixth; beyond diſpute. But when the-ons 


' tenth is demanded, if you calculate juſtly, you 
will find that with the labour, and all the. certain 


and incidental expences of cultivation, it amounts 


the remaining five parts,” —a grievance ſo mon- 
ſtrous as prima facie to ſpeak for itſelf —But it 


will be objected that the demand of the full tenth 


i not made. For that very reaſon a regulation 


| is. neceſſary. Are the clergy ſo diſtinguiſhed for | 
meekneſs, moderation, and a contempt of the 
1 goods of this world, that you can with ſafety or 
prudence ſuffer the proſperity of the ſubject to 
dinge upon their forbearance? What! will you 
ſluffer the proſperity of the ſubject to hinge upon 
ce forbearance of the clergy, when the intereſt of 
the clergy is at ſtake, and when their intereſt is 


| incompatible. with the ſubject's proſperity? 
Sureiy this i is contrary to all proportion; a 


weigh 
the necetfiry; of peedy regulation. 
bo applaud that mee 


ION TORSION enge they Nen every 


extortion. 


at leaſt to a demand of one ſixth, that is, © one 
e fxth of the whole. produce of the kingdom would 


fall to the ſhare of eight or nine hundred indivi- 
ce quals—while,, for the remaining two millions nine 
hundred and above ninety-nine thouſand inhabi- 


« tants, would only be left to divide among ſt them, 


> 
SE Png Pn 


grievance, and of itlelf Thoukd indica 


zekneſs. and piety of the pre- | 
ſent race of clergymen, whoſe good works we are 
_ told entitle them to a diviſion of the whole king- 


daomevery ſiæth year; let no man then condole 


ahi. "a 


ad 
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extortion ahd oppreſſion to Sfurs! our virtuoks 5 


ran honeſt competence and holy eaſe. e 


While I. am ſpeaking upon this ſubje&, 1 would | 
not have it underſtood that I am ignorant of the 
latent cauſe which. obſtructs an amicable adjuſt- 


ment of the tithe-buſineſs.  'It is the arrogant idea 
that the profane laity ſhould not meddle with the 
facred things of the church ! It is from the impious 
opinion that the wealth of the church ſhould- be 
unbounded; as if Chriſt could not walk over the 
land without being accompanied by. Mammon! 


It is from that. preſumptuous waywardneſs which | 


will neither hearken to the cries of diſtreſs or the 

dictates of reaſon !—It is from the over-caution « of | 
dignified luxury ſ from a tenaciouſneſs of relin- N 
58 quiſfiing, even for a moment, that graſp of thoſe . 

revenues, which are at preſent firmly held; reve- 


nues that bloat the dignitary in proportion * 


they bring down religion —religion which is de- 


clining apace, and in many parts of the kin gdom, $ 
is already, like the nymph Echo, dwindled to a 


mere ſound! from that ſpirit of jealouſy which 

: impels the clergy on the mention of « commuta- © 
tation,” to attempt moving heaven, earth, and 
ocean, in their behalf. —to invoke Jove to ſhake 
Olympus with his thunderbolts Neptune to take 


the deep with his trident while Plutus, . their tu- 


telary god, protects their coffers ! 1 


An idea has gone abroad, that it is 1. duty: of. 
gentlemen, at all events, to protect the clergy in 


| their preſent ſyſtem. This is an aſperſion of their 


: own under, becauſe _ are intereſted in ſo 
; — 


: K ) 


[hear “ beur ] hear JJ 1 fay fo, becauſe 1 
5 r ee of Chriſtianity the firſt; duty. 


What Luther, did for us, philoſophy has done 

1 the Roman Catholics: : Elizabeth and Luther 5 
dared a reformation in the church, and who will 
be bald e to tay v we are le e fra 


4 Aal 5 % 
_ . : 


Mig til 


In [the tame of. At. 1 ol on "ook: to 15 


che the voice of millions; for the honour 


of the eccleſiaſtical character, give the clergy. 2 an 


opportunity of rekutigg aſe Heavy charges page 
2 1 | 


* Hie lege, in trutind ni a, 


22 quid f & 90 5 ulus necum Ader. | 


Though the elergy revolt at the idea of commu« : 


: Mü, they can give no reaſon for their perverſe- 


neſs; perhaps they think that the Iriſh peaſant, 


Uke the afs, becomes more uſeful and aQtive in his 
. abqurs, by adging to the weight of ny 1 2 
- Papaxplens. canfideration.. 7 renn 


3d Of} { 


L's 7 Þ : 


. publienigh vf Uri Grattay's rd. {131 19572 


{tris right to ſupport the clergy. hongurz« 
5 NR h ſhould be the firſt object of Fer man. 


The proctors, you are 8 Are; not BE 
collectors of tihes, but em of bares. 


* The Reports Er, bc 2 2 ro bis deter, diſcovers | 


" that 5 Grattan did x not. make uſe of the Latio quotation | | 
n Wi ay elletor, "ed fie ear, ” Wi Stone y ſtated in 


Mort ug Poſt; wh hi las been lince inferted in arr. 


— P * . 
k 2 7 191 ; A , & P 5 
1 5 ＋ * 444 N 11 112 8 19 4 — 5 1 1 1 i. Py 
4 of 941111 üs d . 1c nn; | 
= 9 e . ; TY 4 1 A + 8 7 b 
4 4 Y ? x | vo 
— [1 + Tax FN C% * 4 „ 4 - ' 7 . 4 : 1 25 
4 . 7 \ 2 13 9 4.4 * * 5 1 2 0 3 * ö 1 p , Xa 4 72 * wi. ; * 2 
th . 4 FC 
429119 | bes 
. _ as n 
FM * 


o 


2 
* 


* _— Woe * 4 4» 
— — - — * — ho . * " 
. : y ve F \ — _ 
. 2 . — — — EnY : + 2 * 5 n * 
_—_— 8 LP Tas r S l * —— — 5 * * 1 [NES Ma 
NN 3 - en * 2 ” — — — — * — — — 8 9 
= 2 „ 2 . * . . 5 : - - : L w * 0 O Dy * + 
— e A E Ke or 7 25 y — 'Þ „ Gs £ 2 —— . - 
_ * 9 3 — = i 2 "> 5 4 3 5 5 CR ** 4 3 2 9 - a — — 4 — : — ” bY 
nat 4 3 1 n 4 e —S : : PS — op — LO EF Ants I oe Ke 8 — "1. __ 2 2 
: : x a ; . g — 2. Io -, . 4 _- : 2 — : F y 85 
—— — — ann, * —— — — — « — 3 - — — 4- ONE SI . — 2 x. 
* * 2 — 8 K : * — hy 
7 ; 0 — — —— 2 — — — — N 
* , * o 


— EI Ge TIER 323 — Us "i 


intereſt of. their paſt 


arms, on bare mention of the word amongſt 


wei Bar rn reel or wa — nt 
Py N « — — — — 


_ =: You ſhould rather liſten. to the wailings, 95 men. 


They are tek by the ks as 2 ſnepbekd 
appoints his dog, to watch over the flock; but 


like barbarous wolves, they unmercifully: devvitr 
the flock, and deceive the paſtor ! Their office of 


. tax-gatherer is procured by the courtly intereſt of 
their employers; and ſo faithful are they to the 
ors, that they often remit 
the tax and levy the. tithe, Thus the clergy and 
"tithe-proftars — ſet up a little commutation of 
their own, which they enjoy in privacy and peace, 


though they ate hoſtile to the idea of the legiſla- 


ture adopting one, and invoke all the ſaints to 
the 
© repreſentatives of the people! For ſuch taxes as 
are not paid, the proctor gets the note of the 
peaſant; theſe notes are known in that part of 
the kingdom by the appellation of Kerry Bonds; 
and by that means, terrifying him with the pie- 
ture of a priſon, he gets him ſoul and body into 
his poſſeſſion Oppreſimg not wales the TINS: but 
c ee, the revenue 


1 implore the Houſe not to credie every Me 
tale that rumour has ſent abroad, relative to the 
people of the ſouth. The impediments ſaid to de 
offered to tho bollection of tithe, are rarely found- 

ed in fact. I many inftances they have not only 
offered no oppoſition, but have voluntarily pro- 


poſed to draw them with their own carb and their 


+: own cattle, and this too, free of all gratuity.— 


born in flavery, and educated in captivity! The 
eſſion of tithe-farmers, and tithe-canters, has 


* eng Ince bent their necks to the yoke of obedi- 
| A ences 


„„ 1 43 ) 


8 ence, and- they frequently. ſubmit to-the PAY - 
eruel uſages of the law, to miſery and famine, - 
rather. than riſk a Htigation 1 their vicious : 


oppreſſors. 


I can adduce inſtances hits the pariffioner b has 

| been inhumanly compelled to pay ten per cent. ih 
for the privilege of paying full tenths to the 
5 parſon! [ have beſides, the ſchedules of the proc- 
. tor's demands, and which 1 will oppoſe to the 
| idea of an andervaluation. Theſe ſchedules run. 
thus ſo much for barley—ſo much for oats 


—ſo much for wheat—ſo much for Potatoes.” 


Now they are all high ratages—and i in addition to 
the parſon 8 exorbitance i is the proctor's demand of ' 


25. in the pound for his trouble, making a ratage 
of Exceſs and uncharitableneſs, which rather 


culls for the puniſhment of diſmiſſal, than the 


prodigious reward of one-tenth of the whole ſum. | 


1 do not condemn the proctor for making the 


mol of his trade, which is exaction, but I con- 


demn the laws for leaving the diviſion of property 


to the diſcretion of a wretch who only follows his 
nature, when he exciſes upon the moſt wretched, - 


and the moſt helpleſs part of the community. I, 


know it has been aſſerted that the full tenth upon 
_ tillage has never been demanded—but if you go 
into an enquiry, I have the ſtrongeſt reaſon. for 
| ſuppoſing that the aſſertion will be controverted to 
nh full fatisfaCtion of every member in the Houſe, : 


Nor do the effects of the bounty «hich If 


| much n ever reach the claſſes of men of 


F 1 8 whom 
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they are compelled to wade to cultivatio ion through 
93 bog J and moraſſes; —labouring thus to alta. 
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to ade 
” And for all weh exertion, what is their reward? 


0 44 » 


1 I now "Rr" IH It is of eſſential ice 
to the opulent landlord, bat not to the induſtrious 
tenant. The hapleſs people of the South are 
huſbandmen from neceſſity, not choice. They have 


no other means of exiſtence. They are obliged, 
in many places, to clamber mountains, rocks, 
ahd precipices, to ſnatch from ſterility a little 


ſpot of ground; and oppoſe indefati; able induf, 


try to the natural ſtubbornneſs of the foi, And 


Aab ſpaces and diſmal voids ; labouring thus 
1 to the productive grounds of the kingdom. . 


none —but « on the contrary, While it diſtinguiſhes 


them. a as the moſt uſeful members of Bree e it 


1 224 


| from t. taxes of any egen 0 - * 5 Aandlion ö 


of the laws, In Ireland they are not only obliged 

td contribute their proportion of taxes, but tithe of 
every denomination is moſt rigorouſly demanded 
from them. The wretched mountaineers who 
cultivate them are obliged for ſome crops to pay 
thirty ſhillings an acre tithe ; for wheat, where 
raiſed, fourteen ſhillings an acre; oats, potatoes, 

and indeed every other article are rated upon a fi. 
milar rate of _— and rapine. But this payment 
of tithe is not all. Theſe mountaineers are oblig. 
ed to ſubmit to a poll-tax, to the charge of ſmoke. 
money, to feveral other cleanen * : 


fach 


eas) 


.- ſuch: Is fees for oblations, fees for: religious ners-. 


monies, and a thouſand other fantaſtical charges;. 

grounded on the groſſeſt ſuperſtition, and enforced 
with unabating ſeverity. All theſe charges I un- 
derſtand will be proved upon oath at the bar of 


your Houle.” Nay more: The ratages of tithe IN 


gradation 
of two, three and four fold. 'Andhis too, I un- 


 cerſtand, will be verified « on r bath ar che bar ef 
7 nds Houſe. an tl! 


Where can dhe Sah a a lock Bn 
protection if you deny them aſſiſtance? They 
are the pillars of the ſtate, and if not ne, 
: good policy ought at leaſt to guide you to cheriſh. 
them. You complain they are intraQable ; there 
is no animal ſo fierce but can be tamed, fave the 
tyger; yet he is in ſome meaſure to be ſubdued, 


have riſen in theſe identical Places in a 


1 


If you wiſh to conciliate him, feed him well. 
Try the experiment, I entreat you, with the in- 


- habitants of the South, which you can eaſily do, 


by relieving them from the e exaRtions wer” 


which they ſuffer, Do. 


_ Lknow it will be ſaid, if n caſe POR nof their 
4 burden, in this reſpect, that it will afford but 


the momentory eaſe of ſhifting it from one ſhoul- 


der to another; that rents will immediately riſe. 
] deny it. I ſay it is an odious, an infamous libel 


on the gentry of the nation. I ſay it is a ſcanda- 


lous imputation on both houſes of parliament, 


Vubo are all poſſeſſed of lands, to ſuppoſe that they 
would avail themſelves of their own act; to ſup- 


* 


r „ 


9 


4 00 


Poſe that they would take a baſe advantage 0 the 
clemency of the legiſlature, and ſhamefully filch 


for their own uſe what was IEC Tor the rg 
- tenance of the peaſantry. 


* laugh at the. idea that * cannot in 


; terſere in the huſineſs, becauſe tithes are private 
property. I ſay they are public property to de- 


fray a public expence, which is the maintenanos 


of the clergy. Beſides there i is this difference to 
be obſerved: che law gives no man a private 
8 property, it only protects him in the poſſeſſion of 
it. Now the law gives the clergy their ſupport, 


and giving It, can aſſuredly regulate that property. 


Þ glory i in the power; nay, in the omnipotence of 
5 parliament i in this reſpect; and I hope it will be 


e the fallacy of 


exerciſed in this inſtance to expoſ 


an ien which * baun ſo 2 ers cir.” . 
b culated. "OUT. < 51185 


What! ! will this 8 Houſe continue to RK 


view with ſilent apathy, a ſyſtem of oppreſſion 5 
which does no honour to the legiſlative character? 
Will this honourable Houſe ſay it is not compe- 
tent to the taſk of reforming tithes, and eccleſiaſ. 


tical dues What! are you, after having reſtor.. 


ed your appellant juriſdiftion—are you, who were 
competent to decide, as you did, on the tenantry 
bill—to emancipate your conſticerion, - and to 

eſtabliſn your independence incompetent to alter 
and approve; nay, pull down a ſtructure whoſe 


baſis" is exaction, and _ 1 26h is matchlels/ 
. . 5 * 


Another 


8 


Abet argument founded, upon the danger 9 
wald may be urged; but it is equally fal- 
lacious.— The ſame argument might be, uſed 

_ againſt any improvement —What i is the glorious 

<onſtitution you poſſeſs but innovation? Inno- 
vation upon a monarchy in the hands'of a deſpotic 
J prince? What is the mild and amiable religion 
you profeſs, the Preteſtatit religion, but an inno- 
vation? What is it but Chriſtianity reſcued qut 
of the hands of an ambitious, a corrupt, and 
avaricious prieſthood? When bloody Herod was 
informed that the forerunners of 'the Redeemer 
of mankind were preaching. the virtyes of humi- 
lity and true religion, he deemed i innovation, - 


- tirpate the ſon of God, whom he pronounced an 
innovator! The revolution itſelf, which intro- 
duced arts, ſeiences and learning, wat deemed an 
innovation What was your own riot- act, your 
Own compenſation-act of laſt ſeſſion ? innovation 
indeed —innovations with a vengeance ! {—It is an 
. abuſe of terms to. call improvement innovation. 
Salutary alteratiyes which amend the debilitated 
conſtitution are juſtly termed reſtoratives ; and 
+ the ſame will eb good applied to the ftate, well 
eee uman frame. n 91 


Without renovation there had bas no ne nol 
e Hearken, L again call on you, to the com- 
Jlaints”6f © the People, and do not permit the 
= of the clergy make een 
Mn tool to e ole MI © IOW INT 
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VE 
0 l ukcs H your reaſon” tells you that\yoit : 
11 every dect of religion; hom then 
cant you hope to rev ſovereign merc afyou' 
ate deaf to che erles of your fellow creatufes ? 


8 de | doctrige of. the dark conchve of bigotry; Es 
3 burſting, overwhelmed. the nations of. the 


earth may PINA in favour of ſuch criminal 
of him who ſuffered : A cruet 


: 2 ru e the Tſepulchre, to up- 4 


; braid on with. ingratitude 2 3 ang. involve Jour Se] 
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Do not erilterite; 44 FOI of the e i= 
N re implore your protection. The Chriſtian 
church canoe cw ont the ruins of barbarity, the 


pillars off extortion and rapaciouſneſo but deface © = 


che noble ſtrusture, level them With thedpſt,pnd TR 
"reſtore it / to eee i 


N00 have. reſorted to the engines 1 coercion _ 
5 "and penal laws,. to give trariquility't to the kingdom, 
but you neyer thought of an engine which would 
have anfwered' the purpoſe i a thouſand times 55 
more efficacy, the engine of redreſs. Tis not yet | 
09 late to, uſe. it. Convince the people, 1 conjute 
you, for once, that you confider” them objects bf 
your care. Impreſs them with this gratifying ſen- 
-Liment 5 there! ib not a ſpeck on the map of your * 
eountry whichvis:not the object of. your earneſt = 
»f6llicitude and this; you Will do by ſuffering . the 26 


=buſineſsto gi into committee. I aplore you! to 5 


it, 1 implore the eauntry, gentlemen Particular ys 
Arb their 9 885 ewe Jaltioe, their honour, by 
eir 


, Y9 yg 


Lt.) 


their feelings, their regard of humanity, their love 
of their country, but above all, by that latent ſ-ark 
which I knew to be in their compoſition, and 
: which I have often ſeen blaze forth, and leave in 
an eclipſed degradation the abaſhed ſervants of the 
15 Crown. We ſhall then have laid the foundation 
of an enquiry which muſt enforce us a happy pea- 
ſantry, a venerable Feine and a agg =. 
 _ Sn 
| | 7 


r The ATTORNEY GENERAL. Ihe right bo. 
- Bourable gentleman has given us an uncommon 
diſplay of the moſt ſplendid oratory I have ever 
| heard, but I hope the deluſion into which the 
Houſe have been thrown, by the eloquenge and 
the high colouring which my right honourable 
friend has given the ſubject, will ſoon vaniſh, and 
_ that'they will view the queſtion, diveſted of all 
glare, pomp of words, and flights lf, Jnaging- 
tion, with reaſon, calmneſs and juſtjce. In the 
ſouth of Ireland that cauſe of e did 
exiſt, no one will deny, but I deny that theſe | 
diſcontents were. owing to the clergy. I am rea- 
dy to admit that theſe diſcontents might be owing 
to the improper and rapacious conduct of the 
tithe proctors, but there are laws already in exiſt- 
e nce to take cognizance of their conduct. I am 
ready to agree with my right honourable friend, 
that the deciſions of eccleſiaſtical courts in reſ- 
pect to tithes, may not be altogether ſo very pro- 
per, and to remedy that, if I have the concurrence 
of my right honourable friend, I have no ohjecti- 
bon to bring in a bill, to prevent eccleſiaſtical 
8 courts from determining ſuits brought on ac- _ 
ON IEC IEEE. © of NS: count 
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4 of 3 11 the peaſantry os pelle by 8 
che exactions of the farmers and tithe-proftors, 
the inheritors of the land ought to give them re- 
_ dreſs, I would aſk my right honourable: friend, 
is it his with that the miniſters of che eſtabliſhed 85 
church in this kingdom ſhould be left deſtitute 
of a ſettled: ſubſiſtence, and go about requeſting 
alms.—Much has been ſaid on the unrelenting ſe- 
verity of the elergy in reſpect to their tithes, but 
I am well informed, and 1 believe the fact is 
ſo, that in ninety-nine inſtarices out of ons 
6 hundred, the parfon is the perſon Who is real 
ly oppreſſed, and deprived of his juſt dues. In 
regard to the preſent diſcontents ot the fubject of 


tithes, T am aſſured that they originated in * 


commutation, for they 


of going into a committee. If the peafantry in 


general were to ſhake off that reſpe@ for thei 
clergy, whom from early habits they have been. 
| uſed to look on with a kind of vefleration, and if 

they are permitted to ſet the clergy at deflande, 
and to look upon them with contempt, you will 


tion party, and I muſt alſo inform my right ho- 
5 nourable friend, that the perſons who now look 
up to him for redreſs, ein uo not be ſatisfiect with a 
85 wiſh not to pay the parſon 
ac all; but admitting for a moment at a com- 
mutation for tithes ſhould take place, the abolition 
of the hearth- money will be the nent thing they 
will look for, and theſe will be the 2 


* 


; have no poſſible tie ovet them. I am therefore 


decidedly e of opinion, tliat going into a committee 


would be productive of the worſt conſequences.” L 


earneſtly requeſt my right honourable friend to 
- give me any one or the whole of his plans, f in the 


ſhape 
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8 e o bil, 91 1 Mar 1 int them "# 
will then, give Itiy \Fight honourable friend my 
opinion more y On, the TT in "Ea" 12 
1 being prafticable or not. 
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. Curran —W ith 5 GR difidence 1 riſe 0 | 
8 entronch on the patience of the Houſe, to ſay a 
few words om A ſubject where ſuch an aſtoniſhing; 
diſplay. of eloquence: has been united with fo much 
information, that I muſt confeſs myfelf loſt in ad- 
miration, and incapable of caſting anew light on 
ee of ſuch Sent national magnitude. e =, 


Indeed there is nothing left unfaid; however, 
85 the part I have taken laſt ſeſſion, my ſilence 
may be conſtrued into apoſtacy, and 1 may be 
faid to recede from thoſe ſeritimenits T have before 

pronounced. Were I not indeed decided in my 


4 opinion, and firmly perſuaded of the neceſſity of 


2 commutation, I ſhould be deaf to comviction, 5 


= 5 and loſt to every ſenſe of humanity. 


I can ſay with truth, that I am a 8 fas 
to the clergy, and with to ſee them no longer con- 
tinue in à ſtate of uncertainty, that muſt be very 
diſtreffing to the feelings of gentlemen, and not a 
© little diſgraceſl to the laws; laws which have been 
made in the days of darkneſs and ſuperſtition, 8 
; and have now nothing but their antiquity and ab- 
ſurdity to recommend them. The Temple of the 
Lord is now ſupported by extortion and oppreſſi- 
on, the pegple ate alienated from the prieſthood, 
and the face of the whole bufineſs bears ſo melan- 
choly an appearance, that every gengeman is 
ol called __ for his exertions. : 
et -—_ 
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x | be alperled 3 that. i 38 
_ why: I Wend vote for an inveſti 7, fort 
enquiry I hope that the diſc contents. WO | 
may be found to be exaggerated, a and 1 are EY FR : 
any complaints againſt: the' / clergy, 1 twiſt. cy * 
Will prove unfounded, and tist ende 
- oy if ſuch there are ought nt to anne Age 1% 
ma on the wholei6f that reſpes 
the honour of parliament Iwill vote a om e 
. fon. Laſt ſcſhon.the peaſantry i in the ſouth n 19 ha 
in a ſtate of tumult and infurrection, and Nor 4 <Y 
led them. with arms, and in doing fie v 
ewe Jaht ſpirit, —Thcir * ;fievarices And m, * 
pink g then offered © e ſubmitted to-you, 4 
but you would not. Re Wen till they returned to 8 
an obedience of the laws, at and then, and not M 
then, vou. faid - vou 5 attend to their chin 
plaints; and now that they are in a ſtatesof pe * 
ect ſubmiſſion to the laws, you refuſe to hear 
them; and will an adminiſtration which endes 
vours to gain popularity by detecting of peculati: 
on, refuſe to liſten to the complaints of a e 5 5 
tion of people who ſay they are aggrieved? 2208 89 5 
Promised and you ought to hear them. I'd cle 5 
my moſt perfect coincidence in the motiag, n made : 
_ oy my 8 N friend oy Seins in 05 | 
ON. TAO III wg 221 ICE Yr mas * 


x k ” 


_ The Houſe de on Mr. Grattan! $ moto 


$ * I 2.9 


ms” 


; - 
2 N „ n | 
1 f 171 + 3 1 
, 4 31 PP & 2 1 ö * * 6 
Web 1 N % © „ 1 
"i * '© " gets * 1 Sw 9 5 1 . 
* q * & , * - M 
» * 


[- —_— N 1 sf 4 5 
_ F « 4 „ * 
"WM. . . we 5 Som wt 


